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September 18, 2007

The Honorable Elaine Alquist
State Capitol, Room 5080
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB1270-Mandated Report & Proposals

Dear Senator Alquist:

As you know, early last May a report was delivered to both the Governor and your legislative
leadership, detailing the findings of a group of developmental services stakeholders lead by the State
Council on Developmental Disabilities as required by SB1270, passed last session. While the law
does not require any further action, it is the expressed intent of the State Council and others to work
on introducing legislation in response to the recommendations of the report.

CAR is a statewide organization advocating for the right of persons with mental retardation to choose
services that meet their needs from as broad an array of services as possible. We commend the
SB1270 group for identifying ways to strengthen the developmental services delivered in communities
across California. We ask that when reviewing legislation proposed on the basis of SB1270-mandated
recommendations, you keep in mind the enormous variability among recipients of developmental
services and act in ways that protect and preserve choices while expanding services.

It is CAR’s position that the Lanterman Act provides for services based on individually assessed need
and choice; that needs vary enormously among the state’s 220,000 service recipients; that true
choice must come from the broadest array of service options possible, given the variety of needs;
that the SB1270-mandated report’'s presumption that community-based work is the only option
possible for a fulfilling life is merely an assertion — not a fact; that the choice to work in a congregate
setting does result in a fulfilling life, and provides a community that is preferred by those who make
that choice; and that preferential funding for community-based work services would establish a two-
tier system that denigrates the choices of those who prefer congregate settings and threatens their
ability to continue receiving services that satisfy them, and ultimately can so reduce the array of
services as to make a mockery of the Lanterman promise of choice.

We appreciate the often difficult work you do to improve the lives of persons with mental
retardation and urge you to consider, in your deliberations, the needs and choices of all
service recipients when reviewing future service expansions and innovations.

Sincerely,

Marion Lieberman, President

President — Marion Lieberman Vice President — Robert Cross Secretary — Mary Burkin
Treasurer — Susan Hauer Immediate Past President — Terri Menter
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September 18, 2007

The Honorable Mark Ridley-Thomas
State Capitol, Room 4061
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB1270-Mandated Report & Proposals

Dear Senator Ridley-Thomas:

As you know, early last May a report was delivered to both the Governor and your legislative
leadership, detailing the findings of a group of developmental services stakeholders lead by the State
Council on Developmental Disabilities as required by SB1270, passed last session. While the law
does not require any further action, it is the expressed intent of the State Council and others to work
on introducing legislation in response to the recommendations of the report.

CAR is a statewide organization advocating for the right of persons with mental retardation to choose
services that meet their needs from as broad an array of services as possible. We commend the
SB1270 group for identifying ways to strengthen the developmental services delivered in communities
across California. We ask that when reviewing legislation proposed on the basis of SB1270-mandated
recommendations, you keep in mind the enormous variability among recipients of developmental
services and act in ways that protect and preserve choices while expanding services.

It is CAR’s position that the Lanterman Act provides for services based on individually assessed need
and choice; that needs vary enormously among the state’s 220,000 service recipients; that true
choice must come from the broadest array of service options possible, given the variety of needs;
that the SB1270-mandated report’'s presumption that community-based work is the only option
possible for a fulfilling life is merely an assertion — not a fact; that the choice to work in a congregate
setting does result in a fulfilling life, and provides a community that is preferred by those who make
that choice; and that preferential funding for community-based work services would establish a two-
tier system that denigrates the choices of those who prefer congregate settings and threatens their
ability to continue receiving services that satisfy them, and ultimately can so reduce the array of
services as to make a mockery of the Lanterman promise of choice.

We appreciate the often difficult work you do to improve the lives of persons with mental
retardation and urge you to consider, in your deliberations, the needs and choices of all
service recipients when reviewing future service expansions and innovations.

Sincerely,

Marion Lieberman, President

President — Marion Lieberman Vice President — Robert Cross Secretary — Mary Burkin
Treasurer — Susan Hauer Immediate Past President — Terri Menter
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September 18, 2007

The Honorable Jim Beall
State Capitol, Room 5016
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB1270-Mandated Report & Proposals

Dear Assemblyman Beall:

As you know, early last May a report was delivered to both the Governor and your legislative
leadership, detailing the findings of a group of developmental services stakeholders lead by the State
Council on Developmental Disabilities as required by SB1270, passed last session. While the law
does not require any further action, it is the expressed intent of the State Council and others to work
on introducing legislation in response to the recommendations of the report.

CAR is a statewide organization advocating for the right of persons with mental retardation to choose
services that meet their needs from as broad an array of services as possible. We commend the
SB1270 group for identifying ways to strengthen the developmental services delivered in communities
across California. We ask that when reviewing legislation proposed on the basis of SB1270-mandated
recommendations, you keep in mind the enormous variability among recipients of developmental
services and act in ways that protect and preserve choices while expanding services.

It is CAR’s position that the Lanterman Act provides for services based on individually assessed need
and choice; that needs vary enormously among the state’s 220,000 service recipients; that true
choice must come from the broadest array of service options possible, given the variety of needs;
that the SB1270-mandated report’'s presumption that community-based work is the only option
possible for a fulfilling life is merely an assertion — not a fact; that the choice to work in a congregate
setting does result in a fulfilling life, and provides a community that is preferred by those who make
that choice; and that preferential funding for community-based work services would establish a two-
tier system that denigrates the choices of those who prefer congregate settings and threatens their
ability to continue receiving services that satisfy them, and ultimately can so reduce the array of
services as to make a mockery of the Lanterman promise of choice.

We appreciate the often difficult work you do to improve the lives of persons with mental
retardation and urge you to consider, in your deliberations, the needs and choices of all
service recipients when reviewing future service expansions and innovations.

Sincerely,

Marion Lieberman, President

President — Marion Lieberman Vice President — Robert Cross Secretary — Mary Burkin
Treasurer — Susan Hauer Immediate Past President — Terri Menter
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September 18, 2007

The Honorable Noreen Evans
State Capitol, Room 3152
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB1270-Mandated Report & Proposals

Dear Assemblywoman Evans:

As you know, early last May a report was delivered to both the Governor and your legislative
leadership, detailing the findings of a group of developmental services stakeholders lead by the State
Council on Developmental Disabilities as required by SB1270, passed last session. While the law
does not require any further action, it is the expressed intent of the State Council and others to work
on introducing legislation in response to the recommendations of the report.

CAR is a statewide organization advocating for the right of persons with mental retardation to choose
services that meet their needs from as broad an array of services as possible. We commend the
SB1270 group for identifying ways to strengthen the developmental services delivered in communities
across California. We ask that when reviewing legislation proposed on the basis of SB1270-mandated
recommendations, you keep in mind the enormous variability among recipients of developmental
services and act in ways that protect and preserve choices while expanding services.

It is CAR’s position that the Lanterman Act provides for services based on individually assessed need
and choice; that needs vary enormously among the state’s 220,000 service recipients; that true
choice must come from the broadest array of service options possible, given the variety of needs;
that the SB1270-mandated report’'s presumption that community-based work is the only option
possible for a fulfilling life is merely an assertion — not a fact; that the choice to work in a congregate
setting does result in a fulfilling life, and provides a community that is preferred by those who make
that choice; and that preferential funding for community-based work services would establish a two-
tier system that denigrates the choices of those who prefer congregate settings and threatens their
ability to continue receiving services that satisfy them, and ultimately can so reduce the array of
services as to make a mockery of the Lanterman promise of choice.

We appreciate the often difficult work you do to improve the lives of persons with mental
retardation and urge you to consider, in your deliberations, the needs and choices of all
service recipients when reviewing future service expansions and innovations.

Sincerely,

Marion Lieberman, President

President — Marion Lieberman Vice President — Robert Cross Secretary — Mary Burkin
Treasurer — Susan Hauer Immediate Past President — Terri Menter



California Association for the Retarded

1220 "S" Street, Suite 100, Sacramento, CA 95814
@ Phone: (916) 498-1635  Fax: (916) 498-1385

www.carforchoice.org

September 18, 2007

The Honorable Dave Jones
State Capitol, Room 3146
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB1270-Mandated Report & Proposals

Dear Assemblyman Jones:

As you know, early last May a report was delivered to both the Governor and your legislative
leadership, detailing the findings of a group of developmental services stakeholders lead by the State
Council on Developmental Disabilities as required by SB1270, passed last session. While the law
does not require any further action, it is the expressed intent of the State Council and others to work
on introducing legislation in response to the recommendations of the report.

CAR is a statewide organization advocating for the right of persons with mental retardation to choose
services that meet their needs from as broad an array of services as possible. We commend the
SB1270 group for identifying ways to strengthen the developmental services delivered in communities
across California. We ask that when reviewing legislation proposed on the basis of SB1270-mandated
recommendations, you keep in mind the enormous variability among recipients of developmental
services and act in ways that protect and preserve choices while expanding services.

It is CAR’s position that the Lanterman Act provides for services based on individually assessed need
and choice; that needs vary enormously among the state’s 220,000 service recipients; that true
choice must come from the broadest array of service options possible, given the variety of needs;
that the SB1270-mandated report’'s presumption that community-based work is the only option
possible for a fulfilling life is merely an assertion — not a fact; that the choice to work in a congregate
setting does result in a fulfilling life, and provides a community that is preferred by those who make
that choice; and that preferential funding for community-based work services would establish a two-
tier system that denigrates the choices of those who prefer congregate settings and threatens their
ability to continue receiving services that satisfy them, and ultimately can so reduce the array of
services as to make a mockery of the Lanterman promise of choice.

We appreciate the often difficult work you do to improve the lives of persons with mental
retardation and urge you to consider, in your deliberations, the needs and choices of all
service recipients when reviewing future service expansions and innovations.

Sincerely,

Marion Lieberman, President

President — Marion Lieberman Vice President — Robert Cross Secretary — Mary Burkin
Treasurer — Susan Hauer Immediate Past President — Terri Menter
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September 18, 2007

The Honorable Betty Karnette
State Capitol, Room 2136
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB1270-Mandated Report & Proposals

Dear Assemblywoman Karnette:

As you know, early last May a report was delivered to both the Governor and your legislative
leadership, detailing the findings of a group of developmental services stakeholders lead by the State
Council on Developmental Disabilities as required by SB1270, passed last session. While the law
does not require any further action, it is the expressed intent of the State Council and others to work
on introducing legislation in response to the recommendations of the report.

CAR is a statewide organization advocating for the right of persons with mental retardation to choose
services that meet their needs from as broad an array of services as possible. We commend the
SB1270 group for identifying ways to strengthen the developmental services delivered in communities
across California. We ask that when reviewing legislation proposed on the basis of SB1270-mandated
recommendations, you keep in mind the enormous variability among recipients of developmental
services and act in ways that protect and preserve choices while expanding services.

It is CAR’s position that the Lanterman Act provides for services based on individually assessed need
and choice; that needs vary enormously among the state’s 220,000 service recipients; that true
choice must come from the broadest array of service options possible, given the variety of needs;
that the SB1270-mandated report’'s presumption that community-based work is the only option
possible for a fulfilling life is merely an assertion — not a fact; that the choice to work in a congregate
setting does result in a fulfilling life, and provides a community that is preferred by those who make
that choice; and that preferential funding for community-based work services would establish a two-
tier system that denigrates the choices of those who prefer congregate settings and threatens their
ability to continue receiving services that satisfy them, and ultimately can so reduce the array of
services as to make a mockery of the Lanterman promise of choice.

We appreciate the often difficult work you do to improve the lives of persons with mental
retardation and urge you to consider, in your deliberations, the needs and choices of all
service recipients when reviewing future service expansions and innovations.

Sincerely,

Marion Lieberman, President

President — Marion Lieberman Vice President — Robert Cross Secretary — Mary Burkin
Treasurer — Susan Hauer Immediate Past President — Terri Menter
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September 18, 2007

The Honorable Sally Lieber
State Capitol, Room 3013
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB1270-Mandated Report & Proposals

Dear Assemblywoman Lieber:

As you know, early last May a report was delivered to both the Governor and your legislative
leadership, detailing the findings of a group of developmental services stakeholders lead by the State
Council on Developmental Disabilities as required by SB1270, passed last session. While the law
does not require any further action, it is the expressed intent of the State Council and others to work
on introducing legislation in response to the recommendations of the report.

CAR is a statewide organization advocating for the right of persons with mental retardation to choose
services that meet their needs from as broad an array of services as possible. We commend the
SB1270 group for identifying ways to strengthen the developmental services delivered in communities
across California. We ask that when reviewing legislation proposed on the basis of SB1270-mandated
recommendations, you keep in mind the enormous variability among recipients of developmental
services and act in ways that protect and preserve choices while expanding services.

It is CAR’s position that the Lanterman Act provides for services based on individually assessed need
and choice; that needs vary enormously among the state’s 220,000 service recipients; that true
choice must come from the broadest array of service options possible, given the variety of needs;
that the SB1270-mandated report’'s presumption that community-based work is the only option
possible for a fulfilling life is merely an assertion — not a fact; that the choice to work in a congregate
setting does result in a fulfilling life, and provides a community that is preferred by those who make
that choice; and that preferential funding for community-based work services would establish a two-
tier system that denigrates the choices of those who prefer congregate settings and threatens their
ability to continue receiving services that satisfy them, and ultimately can so reduce the array of
services as to make a mockery of the Lanterman promise of choice.

We appreciate the often difficult work you do to improve the lives of persons with mental
retardation and urge you to consider, in your deliberations, the needs and choices of all
service recipients when reviewing future service expansions and innovations.

Sincerely,

Marion Lieberman, President

President — Marion Lieberman Vice President — Robert Cross Secretary — Mary Burkin
Treasurer — Susan Hauer Immediate Past President — Terri Menter



California Association for the Retarded

1220 "S" Street, Suite 100, Sacramento, CA 95814
@ Phone: (916) 498-1635  Fax: (916) 498-1385

www.carforchoice.org

September 18, 2007

The Honorable Lloyd Levine
State Capitol, Room 5136
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB1270-Mandated Report & Proposals

Dear Assemblyman Levine:

As you know, early last May a report was delivered to both the Governor and your legislative
leadership, detailing the findings of a group of developmental services stakeholders lead by the State
Council on Developmental Disabilities as required by SB1270, passed last session. While the law
does not require any further action, it is the expressed intent of the State Council and others to work
on introducing legislation in response to the recommendations of the report.

CAR is a statewide organization advocating for the right of persons with mental retardation to choose
services that meet their needs from as broad an array of services as possible. We commend the
SB1270 group for identifying ways to strengthen the developmental services delivered in communities
across California. We ask that when reviewing legislation proposed on the basis of SB1270-mandated
recommendations, you keep in mind the enormous variability among recipients of developmental
services and act in ways that protect and preserve choices while expanding services.

It is CAR’s position that the Lanterman Act provides for services based on individually assessed need
and choice; that needs vary enormously among the state’s 220,000 service recipients; that true
choice must come from the broadest array of service options possible, given the variety of needs;
that the SB1270-mandated report’'s presumption that community-based work is the only option
possible for a fulfilling life is merely an assertion — not a fact; that the choice to work in a congregate
setting does result in a fulfilling life, and provides a community that is preferred by those who make
that choice; and that preferential funding for community-based work services would establish a two-
tier system that denigrates the choices of those who prefer congregate settings and threatens their
ability to continue receiving services that satisfy them, and ultimately can so reduce the array of
services as to make a mockery of the Lanterman promise of choice.

We appreciate the often difficult work you do to improve the lives of persons with mental
retardation and urge you to consider, in your deliberations, the needs and choices of all
service recipients when reviewing future service expansions and innovations.

Sincerely,

Marion Lieberman, President

President — Marion Lieberman Vice President — Robert Cross Secretary — Mary Burkin
Treasurer — Susan Hauer Immediate Past President — Terri Menter
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September 18, 2007

The Honorable Tom Berryhill
State Capitol, Room 4116
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB1270-Mandated Report & Proposals

Dear Assemblyman Berryhill:

As you know, early last May a report was delivered to both the Governor and your legislative
leadership, detailing the findings of a group of developmental services stakeholders lead by the State
Council on Developmental Disabilities as required by SB1270, passed last session. While the law
does not require any further action, it is the expressed intent of the State Council and others to work
on introducing legislation in response to the recommendations of the report.

CAR is a statewide organization advocating for the right of persons with mental retardation to choose
services that meet their needs from as broad an array of services as possible. We commend the
SB1270 group for identifying ways to strengthen the developmental services delivered in communities
across California. We ask that when reviewing legislation proposed on the basis of SB1270-mandated
recommendations, you keep in mind the enormous variability among recipients of developmental
services and act in ways that protect and preserve choices while expanding services.

It is CAR’s position that the Lanterman Act provides for services based on individually assessed need
and choice; that needs vary enormously among the state’s 220,000 service recipients; that true
choice must come from the broadest array of service options possible, given the variety of needs;
that the SB1270-mandated report’'s presumption that community-based work is the only option
possible for a fulfilling life is merely an assertion — not a fact; that the choice to work in a congregate
setting does result in a fulfilling life, and provides a community that is preferred by those who make
that choice; and that preferential funding for community-based work services would establish a two-
tier system that denigrates the choices of those who prefer congregate settings and threatens their
ability to continue receiving services that satisfy them, and ultimately can so reduce the array of
services as to make a mockery of the Lanterman promise of choice.

We appreciate the often difficult work you do to improve the lives of persons with mental
retardation and urge you to consider, in your deliberations, the needs and choices of all
service recipients when reviewing future service expansions and innovations.

Sincerely,

Marion Lieberman, President

President — Marion Lieberman Vice President — Robert Cross Secretary — Mary Burkin
Treasurer — Susan Hauer Immediate Past President — Terri Menter
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September 18, 2007

The Honorable Mike Davis
State Capitol, Room 2160
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB1270-Mandated Report & Proposals

Dear Assemblyman Davis:

As you know, early last May a report was delivered to both the Governor and your legislative
leadership, detailing the findings of a group of developmental services stakeholders lead by the State
Council on Developmental Disabilities as required by SB1270, passed last session. While the law
does not require any further action, it is the expressed intent of the State Council and others to work
on introducing legislation in response to the recommendations of the report.

CAR is a statewide organization advocating for the right of persons with mental retardation to choose
services that meet their needs from as broad an array of services as possible. We commend the
SB1270 group for identifying ways to strengthen the developmental services delivered in communities
across California. We ask that when reviewing legislation proposed on the basis of SB1270-mandated
recommendations, you keep in mind the enormous variability among recipients of developmental
services and act in ways that protect and preserve choices while expanding services.

It is CAR’s position that the Lanterman Act provides for services based on individually assessed need
and choice; that needs vary enormously among the state’s 220,000 service recipients; that true
choice must come from the broadest array of service options possible, given the variety of needs;
that the SB1270-mandated report’'s presumption that community-based work is the only option
possible for a fulfilling life is merely an assertion — not a fact; that the choice to work in a congregate
setting does result in a fulfilling life, and provides a community that is preferred by those who make
that choice; and that preferential funding for community-based work services would establish a two-
tier system that denigrates the choices of those who prefer congregate settings and threatens their
ability to continue receiving services that satisfy them, and ultimately can so reduce the array of
services as to make a mockery of the Lanterman promise of choice.

We appreciate the often difficult work you do to improve the lives of persons with mental
retardation and urge you to consider, in your deliberations, the needs and choices of all
service recipients when reviewing future service expansions and innovations.

Sincerely,

Marion Lieberman, President

President — Marion Lieberman Vice President — Robert Cross Secretary — Mary Burkin
Treasurer — Susan Hauer Immediate Past President — Terri Menter
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September 18, 2007

The Honorable Mark DeSaulnier
State Capitol, Room 4162
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB1270-Mandated Report & Proposals

Dear Assemblyman DeSaulnier:

As you know, early last May a report was delivered to both the Governor and your legislative
leadership, detailing the findings of a group of developmental services stakeholders lead by the State
Council on Developmental Disabilities as required by SB1270, passed last session. While the law
does not require any further action, it is the expressed intent of the State Council and others to work
on introducing legislation in response to the recommendations of the report.

CAR is a statewide organization advocating for the right of persons with mental retardation to choose
services that meet their needs from as broad an array of services as possible. We commend the
SB1270 group for identifying ways to strengthen the developmental services delivered in communities
across California. We ask that when reviewing legislation proposed on the basis of SB1270-mandated
recommendations, you keep in mind the enormous variability among recipients of developmental
services and act in ways that protect and preserve choices while expanding services.

It is CAR’s position that the Lanterman Act provides for services based on individually assessed need
and choice; that needs vary enormously among the state’s 220,000 service recipients; that true
choice must come from the broadest array of service options possible, given the variety of needs;
that the SB1270-mandated report’'s presumption that community-based work is the only option
possible for a fulfilling life is merely an assertion — not a fact; that the choice to work in a congregate
setting does result in a fulfilling life, and provides a community that is preferred by those who make
that choice; and that preferential funding for community-based work services would establish a two-
tier system that denigrates the choices of those who prefer congregate settings and threatens their
ability to continue receiving services that satisfy them, and ultimately can so reduce the array of
services as to make a mockery of the Lanterman promise of choice.

We appreciate the often difficult work you do to improve the lives of persons with mental
retardation and urge you to consider, in your deliberations, the needs and choices of all
service recipients when reviewing future service expansions and innovations.

Sincerely,

Marion Lieberman, President

President — Marion Lieberman Vice President — Robert Cross Secretary — Mary Burkin
Treasurer — Susan Hauer Immediate Past President — Terri Menter
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September 18, 2007

The Honorable Laura Richardson
State Capitol, Room 3126
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB1270-Mandated Report & Proposals

Dear Assemblywoman Laura Richardson:

As you know, early last May a report was delivered to both the Governor and your legislative
leadership, detailing the findings of a group of developmental services stakeholders lead by the State
Council on Developmental Disabilities as required by SB1270, passed last session. While the law
does not require any further action, it is the expressed intent of the State Council and others to work
on introducing legislation in response to the recommendations of the report.

CAR is a statewide organization advocating for the right of persons with mental retardation to choose
services that meet their needs from as broad an array of services as possible. We commend the
SB1270 group for identifying ways to strengthen the developmental services delivered in communities
across California. We ask that when reviewing legislation proposed on the basis of SB1270-mandated
recommendations, you keep in mind the enormous variability among recipients of developmental
services and act in ways that protect and preserve choices while expanding services.

It is CAR’s position that the Lanterman Act provides for services based on individually assessed need
and choice; that needs vary enormously among the state’s 220,000 service recipients; that true
choice must come from the broadest array of service options possible, given the variety of needs;
that the SB1270-mandated report’'s presumption that community-based work is the only option
possible for a fulfilling life is merely an assertion — not a fact; that the choice to work in a congregate
setting does result in a fulfilling life, and provides a community that is preferred by those who make
that choice; and that preferential funding for community-based work services would establish a two-
tier system that denigrates the choices of those who prefer congregate settings and threatens their
ability to continue receiving services that satisfy them, and ultimately can so reduce the array of
services as to make a mockery of the Lanterman promise of choice.

We appreciate the often difficult work you do to improve the lives of persons with mental
retardation and urge you to consider, in your deliberations, the needs and choices of all
service recipients when reviewing future service expansions and innovations.

Sincerely,

Marion Lieberman, President

President — Marion Lieberman Vice President — Robert Cross Secretary — Mary Burkin
Treasurer — Susan Hauer Immediate Past President — Terri Menter
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September 18, 2007

The Honorable Todd Spitzer
State Capitol, Room 5164
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB1270-Mandated Report & Proposals

Dear Assemblyman Spitzer:

As you know, early last May a report was delivered to both the Governor and your legislative
leadership, detailing the findings of a group of developmental services stakeholders lead by the State
Council on Developmental Disabilities as required by SB1270, passed last session. While the law
does not require any further action, it is the expressed intent of the State Council and others to work
on introducing legislation in response to the recommendations of the report.

CAR is a statewide organization advocating for the right of persons with mental retardation to choose
services that meet their needs from as broad an array of services as possible. We commend the
SB1270 group for identifying ways to strengthen the developmental services delivered in communities
across California. We ask that when reviewing legislation proposed on the basis of SB1270-mandated
recommendations, you keep in mind the enormous variability among recipients of developmental
services and act in ways that protect and preserve choices while expanding services.

It is CAR’s position that the Lanterman Act provides for services based on individually assessed need
and choice; that needs vary enormously among the state’s 220,000 service recipients; that true
choice must come from the broadest array of service options possible, given the variety of needs;
that the SB1270-mandated report’'s presumption that community-based work is the only option
possible for a fulfilling life is merely an assertion — not a fact; that the choice to work in a congregate
setting does result in a fulfilling life, and provides a community that is preferred by those who make
that choice; and that preferential funding for community-based work services would establish a two-
tier system that denigrates the choices of those who prefer congregate settings and threatens their
ability to continue receiving services that satisfy them, and ultimately can so reduce the array of
services as to make a mockery of the Lanterman promise of choice.

We appreciate the often difficult work you do to improve the lives of persons with mental
retardation and urge you to consider, in your deliberations, the needs and choices of all
service recipients when reviewing future service expansions and innovations.

Sincerely,

Marion Lieberman, President

President — Marion Lieberman Vice President — Robert Cross Secretary — Mary Burkin
Treasurer — Susan Hauer Immediate Past President — Terri Menter



